
Welcome to the Conservation 
Lecture Series 

www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/lectures 
 

Questions? Contact margaret.mantor@wildlife.ca.gov 



Lecture Schedule 
ÅMohave Ground Squirrel, Dr. Phil Leitner 

November 6, 1:00-3:00, Sacramento 

ÅSpartina and California Clapper Rail, Dr. Donald Strong 
November 11, 1:00-3:00, Sacramento 

ÅFoothill Yellow-Legged Frog and Stream Ecology, Dr. Sarah 
Kupferberg 

December 3, 1:00-3:00, Sacramento 

ÅRare Plants in Pine Hill, Dr. Debra Ayres 

January 22, 1:00-3:00, Sacramento 

ÅBighorn Sheep, Dr. Jeff Villepique 

February 4, 1:00-3:00, Ontario 

Å Invasive Watersnakes, Dr. Brian Todd 

March 12, 1:00-3:00, Sacramento 
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Townsendôs big-eared bat 

Corynorhinus townsendii  

The biology, conservation, 

and mitigation 

recommendations for 

California  
 

Dave Johnston, Ph.D. 

Associate Ecologist and Bat Biologist 
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Photo by Merlin Tuttle 

Nomenclature 
ÅFor most of the time 

Corynorhinus Handley 

(1959) = Plecotus. 

  

Å1992 separated from 

Palearctic and back to 

Corynorhinus (Frost 

and Timm 1992, 

Tumlison and Douglas 

1992) 
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Five subspecies in North America 

ÅIn the Western North America  
ïC. t. townsendii  

ïC. t. pallescens  

ÅIn the Eastern United States 
ïC. t. ingens  

ïC. t. virginianus 

ÅIn the Mexico and Western Texas  

ïC. t. australis 
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Subspecies in  

North America 
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Very large ears = 33-38mm 

 

Prominent ñlumpsò on sides 

 of nose 

 

Forearm  = 39-48mm 

 

Weight = 7-12g 

 

ñWhispering batò often not 

recorded 

 

Fc ~ 20-30 kHz; 2nd  

 harmonic often  

 prominent 

 

Photo by Merlin Tuttle 
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Status in California 

ÅGlobal Rank - G4T4 

ÅIUCN Red List of threatened species 

ÅUSFWS ñcategory 2ò candidate for listing under ESA 

1989,1994  

ÅCDFW -  Species of Special Concern 1986, 1998 

ÅWestern Bat Working Group ï High Priority 

ÅUS Forest Service ï Sensitive Species 

ÅBureau of Land Management ï Sensitive Species 

ÅCDFW - Endangered Species Candidate 2013 
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Coastal Habitat Associations in California 

Coast Redwoods 
Coastal oak woodland 

Riparian with California 

bay,  coast live oak and 

sycamore 
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Interior ï Sierra Nevada Habitat Associations 

Giant Sequoias  

Photo credit: Calaveras Big Trees State Park 

Mixed Coniferous Forests 

Sierra Foothills 


